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The Impact of Exposure to Second Language Acquisition Theories on

English Language Development (Overview and evaluation)

Amal Abdulla Mohamed Asma Ahmed Alfasi

Abstract

There is no doubt that English language plays a significant role in many different sections in
society. In addition, English language appears to be a method of communication between
speakers of different nationalities. In terms of that there are many factors affecting the progress
of the learners in acquiring another language beside their mother tongue. The purpose of this
paper is emanated after noticing that most of students upon graduation are not qualified for
communicating in English fluently and accurately. Thus this paper attempt to overview some of
the most influential theories of second language acquisition in order to shed light on the
challenges faced by L2 learners. The researchers collect data by using case studies on two
different L2 learners as this format of qualitative research assist to explore the participants in
depth.

Key words: case study, second language acquisition, L2 learners, Krashen’s theory,
behaviorism theory, cognitive theory, lingua franca.
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The Impact of Exposure to Second Language Acquisition Theories on English Language
Development (Overview and evaluation)

1.Introduction

English is one of the major world-languages as well as the fastest growing language due to
the large number of organisations and countries that incorporate it as the official language.
However, the reason behind this dominance is not entirely due to its large number of native users
but due to its incorporation into many academic systems as and compulsory second language.
According to (Harmer, 2007) the proportion of non-native speakers is larger than that of native
speakers. (Crystal, 2003) exemplifies this by asserting that currently there are roughly 360
million native English speakers. In addition, the British council estimates that there are more
than one million second language English speakers and one billion learners currently studying
English as a foreign language. English is also known as “a lingua franca’” which is a term used
to refer to a language that is used for communication or exchanging information between
speakers whose mother language differs from each other. However, there are many reasons why
English has become a world language. Crystal, ( 2003) argues that there are two credible
approaches that explain the spread and dominance of English, they include, the geographical-
historical approach as well as the socio-cultural. This research will thus seek to elaborate the
theories associated with the spread and learning of English by second language learners with the
assistance of two case studies for better understanding.

On the other hand, (Crystal, 2003) moves further to elaborate the “socio-cultural” approach
which also played an important role in the spread of the English language. He asserts that
English acts as a tie between people of different backgrounds, to achieve this, politics, education
and the media commonly use English as their primary communication language. To exemplify
this, various forms of media such as the Cable News Network (CNN) which has global coverage
uses English as its communication language in a bid to make certain that listeners from all parts
of the world understand the gist of their stories, in addition political events such as the United
Nations meetings use English as the main language during their sessions. Moreover, (Harmer,
2007) believes that the status of English as global language has a large extent been influenced by
the worldwide expansion in the business and technological arena. In other words, this implies
that advancements in trade and technology have contributed to the spread of English globally,
more often than not, people willing to work in a foreign country or venture into international
business are obliged to learn how to read, write and speak English fluently in order to boost their
communication skills, as a result the demand of learning English has been on the rise and is not
about to end anytime in the foreseeable future.

English can be learnt in various ways. This paper presents case studies on two English
learners with the aim of understanding their learning processes. According to (Ellis, 1994) one of
the methods used to investigate second language acquisition is through the study of individual L2
learners based on observation and interviews. Although the interaction did not last long, it
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proved to be quite informative as these two learners shared their learning experience and
the pros and cons that came with it in a bid to identify the potential hindrances experienced by
learners.

The paper begins with a literature review followed by methodology used for collecting
data from the two learners. The longest section is devoted to error analysis in order to discuss the
reasons behind making such errors taking the cognitive and socio-cultural theories into
consideration.

2.Literature Review

This section aims to investigate and clarify the main and most prominent theories of second
language learning. It begins with behaviourism which perceives learning as a habitual individual
response to stimuli (Jordan, Carlile & Stack, 2008). Secondly, it will discuss a group of
cognitivist theories that state that second language learners have an instinctive ability to learn
and is more concerned with second language acquisition processes rather than how they process
and learn new information (Mitchell and Myles, 2004). Lastly, socio-cultural theories which
view learning as a product of collective experiences in a range of social surroundings will be
discussed in this section.

2.1. Behaviourism theory

To begin with, the behaviourism theory came into prominence between the 1950s and 1960s.
According to (Skinner, 1957 cited in Mitchell, Myles, & Marsden, 2013) a learners learn a
language through a stimuli- response fashion and assumes that learners learn through imitation,
repetition and practice of these responses. (Crain & Lillo-Martin, 1999) argue that children learn
a language as they learn any other subject. They learn exactly what they hear and pick up from
their parents and teachers. It is also believed that there is a link between a stimuli and various
responses such that if a learner receives stimuli information in his/her environment, then the
response will be triggered and thus learning occurs. Furthermore, this theory claims that, just as
the first language develops through information habits, acquisition of the second/ foreign
language takes the same approach. This implies that an adult learner who already speaks one
language will face problems since they need to substitute the old habits with new ones. As a
result, the first language interferes with the target language either positively or negatively. This
process is known as the contrastive analysis hypothesis (Mitchell and Myles, 2004).

According to (Gass & Selinke, 2000, p.72) “contrastive analysis is a way of comparing
languages in order to determine potential errors for the ultimate purpose of determining what
needs to be learned and what does not with regard to second language learning.” This theory
asserts that language should be learned by comparing the structures of two languages including
the systems of sounds, morphological systems and syntactic considerations in order to realize
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which areas will be easy or difficult to learn. On the contrary, this has a negative view for
second language acquisition since carrying on the structures of the native language to the target
language may forward or create new errors since the structure may not apply in the second
language.

However, this theory has a number of limitations; it was fiercely attacked by Chomsky
since it cannot logical pin point the problem of language learning. The major criticism that
Chomsky uses to challenge this theory is that children can learn and create new words that they
have never heard before. Children acquiring a language can be recognized at an early age when
they try to assume rules that are not grammatical such as “Daddy comed”. In addition, the fact
that children make ungrammatical errors that persist even after constant correction challenges the
behaviourism theory. This theory also overlooks the fact that are rebellious in nature and do are
not easily correctable, this necessitates motivation where parents are advised to reward their
children whenever they make an effort to learn new languages in a bid to counter their rebellious
nature (Crain & Lillo- Martin, 1999). Chomsky also highlighted the fact that the behavioural
theory to a large extent applies to first language learners rather than second language learners.

According to (Ellis, 1994 & Savila-Troike, 2006) inadequacies of the behaviourist theory
of language had important suggestions as to how a second language learner learns a language.
Since children are not just imitators and are not significantly influenced by reinforcement when
they learn their first language it is assumed that the same applies for a second language learner.
Moreover, many researchers examined errors that learners made while learning a second
language which were not attributed to the first language. The findings led to the conclusion that
errors can be described better if analysed with regards to a learner developing knowledge
pertaining to the structure of a target language rather than trying to transfer patterns of their first
language. They also looked at the nature of the learner’s acquisition rather than to grammatical
forms by analysing how the minds interprets and learns a new language. This marked the shift
from behaviourism to mentalism which plays a significant role during second language learning.
Since then, other alternative theories emerged through linguistics and this raised questions as
discussed below.

2.2. Cognitive theories

The cognitive learning theory perceives second language learning as a conscious as well as
reasoned thinking process whereby learning strategies are deliberately used. These strategies
enhance play a key role in enhancing comprehension, learning and retention of information. It
strongly contrasts with behaviourism where learning is perceived as an unconscious process.
Cognitive theories direct attention to learning strategies that are approved through prior success
on learners.
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These approved strategies are then incorporated in the classroom in a bid to achieve general
success.

(Ellis, 1997) states that human beings are born with the ability to learn a language by using a
language acquisition device LAD in order to control and assist the process of language
acquisition. According to (Savila-Troike, 2006) for instance, children have an innate capacity to
master the language rules and develop grammatical principles through interaction with their
environment. Moreover, Universal Grammar (UG) provides as an essential concept explaining
cognitive theory in relation to language acquisition LA. (White, 2003) believed that the
underlying concept of UG's explanation is that all languages have common rules despite their
deep and differentiated structures, these rules are referred to as principles. These principles have
certain variables that are specific to a particular language and are called parameters. According
to (Gasa & Silnker, 2002) this theory argues that input alone is insufficient and thus children
need innate linguistic properties to enable them to learn a language. In fact, children come to
know certain grammar structures that are not clearly learnable from input.

Another explanation provided by cognitive theory for LA is interlanguage. (Selinker
1972, cited in Ellis 1994, p.33) states that the idea of interlanguage refers to a situation where a
second language learner assimilates rules that are part of the first language but in a different form
and which are also different from the target language to create a unique linguistic system which
is a blend of the first and second language. Moreover, (Ellis, 2008) states that interlanguage
consists of two different systems with interconnected ideas. Interlanguage consists of the series
of interlocking systems which describe acquisition. At this stage, a learner of language is
considered as the interlingua continuum. Secondly, Interlanguage appears as a structured system
that a learner forms at a specified stage in his/her development. At this stage, the learner
develops various forms of errors such as omission, addition and substitution which are more
likely to appear. For this reason, errors are considered as signs of a learner’s interlanguage. In
addition, fossilization which refers to cessation of learning plays an important role to explain
interlanguage. (Hyltenstam and Abrahamsson, 2003, cited in Ellis, 2008, p. 28) believed that the
proficiency of native- speaker cannot be achieved by L2 acquisition. This was supported by
(Selinker 1972, cited in Ellis, 2008, p. 28), who stated that “only 5 per cent of learners succeed in
achieving full competence’’. However, fossilization could be for two reasons. First and foremost,
there is significant difference in the level at which point in their acquisition of an L2 they
fossilize. Some stop their growth at a very early stage and settle for simple language knowledge
which is partially produced in their own mind while others fossilize at a much more advanced
level. Secondly, a learner may achieve the target language's standards in some features of the L2
language but not in others. For instance, they could be proficient in grammar but their accent
continues to be clearly foreign.
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2.3. Krashen’s theory

Krashen’s Monitor Model (1980) is regarded as an attempt to further develop Chomsky’s
concepts of language acquisition. His theory is based on five basic hypotheses. The first of these
hypotheses the Acquisition — Learning hypothesis in which he highlights the difference between
acquisition and learning processes.

He asserts that in acquisition, people acquire the language unconsciously while learning
involves a conscious process in which learners obtain knowledge about language (Savile- Troike,
2006). The second hypothesis is the Monitor hypothesis where he suggests that conscious
learning is performed only through monitoring of learners. Monitor could be achieved where the
learner has enough time and he is concerned with the language rules (Kraehen, 1979). In this
hypotheses Krashen states that there are three categories to clarify individual differences in
learners which includes Monitor ‘over-use’ which focuses on the form of the language and pay
less attention to fluency. On the contrary, Monitor ‘under use’ is a situation where learners do
not pay much attention to the errors as their focus is more on speed and fluency. The last
category is the ‘optimal Monitor users’ where the Monitoring system tries to strike a balance
between fluency, speed and language form for the purpose of not non-interrupted communication
(Mitchell & Myles, 2004). The third hypothesis is the Natural Order and was based on the
findings that learner of the first and second languages acquire the rules of a language in a natural
order since the rules are in a predictable manner (Lightbown & Spada, 2006). Hypothesis
number four is the Input hypothesis which means that language acquisitions occurs when the
learners of a language acquires more knowledge thus moving from I to ‘i+1’°. The ‘i’ refers to
current level of L2 learners and ‘+1’ is a symbol for additional and comprehensible language
skills such as words and grammatical forms which are considered as the next step beyond the
current level (Lightbown & Spada, 2006). The last hypothesis is the Affective Filter where
Krashen argues that there is a difference between learners who receive comprehensible input due
to feelings, motivations, needs, attitudes, and emotional states. Learners who are concerned too
much about mistakes and the correct form when they are communicating in L2 possibly use the
L2 practically since they are not contented with their fluency levels. It is clear that the Krashen
theory plays a significant role in learning a language and will be illustrated later in a case study
section.

2.4. Socio-cultural theory

This theory was brought forth by a Russian psychologist named Lev S. Vygotsky and
sought to find out how individual functioning is relative to institutional, historical and cultural
influence thus the purpose of this theory was to focus on the roles of social and cultural
interactions in the learning process and psychological development. Sociocultural theory has
become a major concerns of linguistics pertaining to the process of language acquisition since
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the 1990s.Vygotsky’s theory is considered as one of the most important theories that stress the
fundamental role of social interaction in language acquisition, and his current developments are
often labelled ‘sociocultural theory’ (Cameron, 2001). (Ratner, 2002 cited in Lantolf & Thorne,
2006 p.197) believed that Social interaction and material environments plays a critical role in the
learning process since the learners are able to apply current cultural items and create new ones to
enable them to regulate and control their biological and behavioural activity. In this point view,
sociocultural language learning would more likely take place in a social context, in other words
the learners interact with other people who are around them. One of the most significant ideas
created by Vygotsky is the concept of scaffolding or the Zone of Proximal Develop (ZPD). The
ZPD was defined by Vygotsky as:

“the difference between the child’s developmental level as determined by
independent problem solving and the higher level of potential development as
determined through problem solving under adult guidance or in collaboration with
more capable peers (Vygotsky, 1978, p.85 cited in Mitchell & Myles 2004, p.192)"’.

Within ZPD the child will be in a position to perform at high learning levels due to the
presence of support from adults and peers, this concept also applies in learning a foreign
language (Cameron,2001). Moreover, there are various effective personal characteristic of the
learner that have a great effect on the success of L2 learner and these include intelligence,
aptitude, learning style, personality, motivation, learner beliefs and attitude (Lightbown &
Spada,2006).

In terms of intelligence (Garadner, 1993) includes personal abilities such as music and
interpersonal relation. (Caroll, 1973) refers to the term aptitude as the ability of the learner to
learn quickly thus if the learner has a high aptitude the learning is easier and fast. Learning style
refers to an individual’s preferred way of perceiving, organizing, processing and recalling
information. Personality refers to personal behaviour such as self-confidence, anxiousness,
introversion and extroversion which may play a significant in SLA. (Savila-Troike, 2006).
Motivation is the reason or desire behind the learner’s quest to learn a language. There are two
main types of motivation, integrative motivation and an instrumental motivation which will be
further explained in the case studies (Schumann, 1986). Finally, learner beliefs and attitude are
believed to be the learner’s opinions on the target language, a positive attitude yields better
outcome than negative attitude (Lightbown & Spada, 2006).

3.Methodology

The study is based on two learners from different backgrounds but share the common pursuit
of learning. Both subjects learned English through different methods. The first one learned
English in the classroom while the other learned it both in the classroom and through regular
communication with native speakers. The methodology used in this case involved the study of
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collected samples from each learner's speech and writing skills. The two different methods were
used to collect information were observation through different occasions such as friendly
conversation while the second method entailed formal interviews.

The first case study was twenty-two years old Liala from Tarhuna who started learning
English as a subject in a curriculum taken two sessions (one hour) a week starts on the primary
and high school. Laila did not complete her study directly after completing secondary school.
She stayed at home for two years for specific circumstance then she decided to complete her
study. At present she is studying of English language department in 6™ semester at Azzaytuna
University. She had little formal requirements in English at university because she only had to
use a language as (syllabus) in the classroom due to her line of study needs. In addition, she had
no chance to learn English outside of the classroom as it is considered as a foreign language
hence it is barely spoken. The second case study featured twenty-three years old Ahmed from
Tripoli. He had extensive English skills since he had studied extensive courses at different levels
(beginner, intermediate and advanced) in besides his public education. He had studied English
for ten years, six of which he spent in his home country before travelling to the UK. For four
years, he had been residing in xxx Britain with his father who prepared a PhD in the UK. After
living in Britain for a year he decided to complete his studies. Besides this, he had held a part-
time job in the university since he started the study. At the currently he is at the last year at
Tripoli University studying BA in Computer sciences.

3.1. Case study analysis

This section will explore the errors made by the two subjects of our case study. We began by
taking some samples of errors that were committed by the Libyan student and exploring the
reasons behind the error in relation to the theories that were debated in literature review. The
most recurrent grammatical errors that were observed in the data collected were chosen for
analysis of each case study. The following section will explain the errors made by Miss Laila.

3.1.1First case study (Miss Laila)

From the observation, it was noted that, although Laila had good pronunciation e.g. she has
good intonation in addition to the ability to communicate in English, she faced challenges in
terms of fluency in speaking English. For example, she spent more time to answer questions
asked by her friend pertaining to what she had done the previous weekend. She said “Ah ah I
went shopping with my friend then we ah ah had a cup of tea while we were chatting”. In other
words, she cannot express herself freely and sometimes she hesitates and consequently
stammers. Actually she was able to comprehend any utterance in English but she could not
always respond quickly. This is probably because she is fearful that she will make mistakes if
she speaks too much or quickly as Krashen's theory states where the Affective Filter hypothesis
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proposes that learners who are worried too much about making mistakes and the correct form of
language when they are communicating in L2 maybe not acquire the much needed fluency
(Lightbown & Spada, 2006). (Krashen, 1982, p. 31 cited in Mitchell& Myles, 2004, p. 48)
claims that “Those whose attitudes are not optimal for second language acquisition will not only
tend to seek less input but they will also have a high or strong affective filter-even if they
understand the message.” This is applying in the case of Laila where she always thinks too much
about her grammar, wondering if it is correct or not and at times corrects the rules while
speaking. Among other things, | was interested in her ability to practically employ different
number of grammatical features. It was also important to see whether Laila had the ability to use
grammar accurately or not. Researchers noticed that, although she could use some grammatical
aspects correctly such as the third personal singular and simple regular verbs. However, she does
not have the ability to use other irregular verbs for example, her constant use of “eated” instead
of “ate” in the sentence. She once stated that “We eated chicken and rice for dinner yesterday”.
This exemplifies the errors she makes in her every day interactions leading to overgeneralisation.
According to (Ellis, 1994, p. 59) overgeneralization ‘’happens when L2 learners create a deviant
structure based on other structures in the target language’’. After learning the grammatical rules
at school and university after which she did not have the chance to interact with other English
speakers. We can thus conclude that such errors were made because she did not remember that
irregular verbs (e.g. eat) are different from regular verbs with regard to past tense hence she used
it in a simple way just to way just communicate despite the fact that it was wrong. In addition,
the errors are probably due to the learners' development pattern since her mental abilities are
designed in such that they blend her native language with English. It is argued that these abilities
regulate what a learner takes in as input and how they store information in their mind (Ellis,
1997). Another possibility for making such an error it probably due to fossilization. As
mentioned above the learner learned in the past then halted her learning at a certain point of the
time hence she forgot grammatical rules such as in the case of irregular verbs due to lack of
practise. According to (Han, 2003 p: 40) fossilization is “the habitual deviation from the standard
grammatical rules, fossilized forms are assumed to be permanent’’. In other words, it is difficult
to get rid of an error once a learner gets used to repeating the same error. Moreover, due to the
fact that Laila lives in a country where very little to hear English, she does not have many
opportunities to hear the correct form of English, and as a result she fossilized. In addition, it
seems that even she studied English more than ten years she still unable to communicate in
English language in effecting way. This may due to Laila study English to pass exam and to get
Diploma certificate. As (Jonnson, 1996 cited in Han, 2003 p.14) says, “the concept of stopping
when needs are met persists in fossilization studies’’. This simply implies that if a learner uses a
language for a sole purpose such as communication only, once this purpose is met, the learner
refrains from using this language.
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Another grammatical error which was evident during the interviews was that she did not use
the indefinite articles ‘a’ and ‘an’ in all context, instead she just used the definite article ‘the’.
For example, she said that ‘I have to go now, we have the lesson and ‘I have not received the
email yet’. Instead of stating that “I have to go we have a lesson and I have not received an email
yet”. In these sentences she did not use indefinite articles and the reason probably due to the
direct transfer of concepts in her native language. According to (Swan & Smith, 2001) in Arabic
only definite articles exist hence these errors could be attributed to the transfer errors which is
defined by (Ellis, 1976) as the influence of the learners’ first language while learning second
language. There is possibility that Liala applies the rule of her first language (Arabic) to the
English language while dealing with both definite and indefinite articles.

3.1.2. Second case study (Mr. Ahmed)

On the contrary, Ahmed speaks very fluently and confidently. Throughout the conversation it
noticed that, he focuses on fluency more than grammatical rules. This is elaborated when
Krashen argues that in the Monitor hypothesis there are three ways to explain individual
differences in learners. One of them is the Monitor ‘under use’ where the learners do not focus
much to the grammatical forms as much as they focus on speed and fluency. Moreover, he has
the ability to communicate in English even when he had restricted terms. For instance, when he
asked, | observed that Ahmed did not care what listener will say if he pronounces the words
incorrectly or ungrammatically. Furthermore, during the conversation I noticed that Ahmed had a
confident voice when he spoke. However, this can be attributed to two main reasons which are
his personality and motivation.

With regard to, personality as mentioned in the section of effective factors personality refers
to personal behavioural characteristics that play a great role in SLA. In addition, confidence and
anxiousness have received a lot of interest in the success of SLA. For example, it is argued that
an anxious learner will not learn as fast as a relaxed learner. (Savila-Troike, 2006 p. 90) states
that “self-confidence, lower anxiety may be manifested by risk-taking or more adventurous
behaviour’’. This is probably Ahmed has self-confidence even in his native language helps him
to speak confidently and fluently in English compared with Laila.

In terms of the motivation Ahmed said that when he was living in Libya he had no desire to
learn English at first. He further asserted that English in Libya is consider a compulsory subject
and is dependent on memorizing rules in order to pass exam only. However, after travelling to
the UK he acquired a desire to understand English and within the three years in the UK, he learnt
much more than he ever learnt in his native country. He said that although studying English
courses really help him to understand English better, it was not as well as the learning
environment in the UK. He found many reasons to improve his English such as to complete his
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studies, to communicate and to get a job at university and to interact with his peers. He views
that improving his English will be as a chance to get a job in his country, so he has a highly
motivated to learn English. This commonly referred to as instrumental motivation. Instrumental
motivation is the reason behind the desire to learn another language for more utilitarian goals
such as getting a job. According to (Gass & Selinke, 2000) research has sought to explain the
effectiveness of motivation in learners and their zeal to learn new languages. They believe that
the higher the level of motivation to learn a targeted language, the higher the level of proficiency
and accomplishment.

An interesting thing about Ahmed is that his style is quite informal (slang). For example, he
said “fair enough! Let’s go to have a coffee’’. “’oh dear’’. In addition, it seems that he spent
much of his time with native English speakers when he was in the UK. This could probably be so
due to the socio-cultural impact of English on his personality. He said that interaction with
English speaking people plays a significant role in his English improvement. Furthermore, he
said that he never understood the English culture until he travelled to Britain. For example, he
said that although he read about ‘’Halloween day’’ in textbooks at high school he did not
understand it until he came to the UK. In addition, his desire to learn about the English culture
may be due to the aspect of motivation that is referred to as integrative motivation. According to
(Schumann, 1986 p: 383) integrative motivation occurs when the learner intends to learn about
the people who fluently speak the targeted second language in order to meet with, talk to, find
out about and perhaps become like these native speakers of the target language whom he/she
admires.

From the above case studies, we can, therefore conclude that motivation and social-culture
played an indispensable role to improve Ahmed’s English language skills since as mentioned
above Ahmed loves to integrate and interact with native speakers during all his free time. On the
contrary, Laila, uses English only for her communicative needs which has a negative impact on
her grammatical skills.

4.Conclusion

In conclusion, the above case studies examine the spread and development of English
language, in addition, it brings to light the various approaches used by second language learners
in their abilities to learn the language. The two case studies present learning with an opportunity
to identify the errors commonly experience by second language learners. Furthermore, the
application of theories that explain the cause of various errors creates awareness such that an
English learner is conscious of the possible mistakes that he/ she is likely to make, with such
awareness, the probability of making the same errors lowers since a problem well identified is a
problem half solved. With this in mind, clearly second language learners can attain proficiency in
English as long as they accurately pinpoint the expected errors in advance. English is
undoubtedly on a constant growth curve that is not going to fall anytime soon, this implies that
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learning English is essential since it grants one a competitive edge in the global arena such that
one can study, travel or work in all parts of the world due to its ‘Lingua Franca’.
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The problems of English pronunciation at (Libya) secondary schools

Alemmari A.M Almusbahi

Background:

Pronunciation plays an important role in communication in English language.
No matter how rich our lexicon in English language in and how familiar we are
with the structures and rules of the English language, it is not possible to convey
our messages accurately without proper pronunciation, rhythm, intonation. In
short, pronunciation is an important aspect of language that makes our speech
comprehensible and intelligible to native speakers.

So students are required not only to have good knowledge of vocabulary and
eligible grammar, the four language skills but also correct pronunciation. Accurate
pronunciation is a must in English learning for students. Therefore, learning
English pronunciation is of great importance to students, even for their exams. In
addition, this will help them to have a good job in their future and enable them to
communicate will foreigners successfully if they have a change and the need.

Correct pronunciation is part and parcel of any foreign language, which one
wants to learn. One might have mastered the grammar and gained perfect
knowledge of vocabulary, but when it comes to an oral interaction, a complete
communication breakdown may occur, when one is not able to pronounce in way
which is intelligible to the partner.

Despite realizing this importance, Libyan students still can’t acquire correct
English pronunciation. The main reason is that the traditional teaching laid the
emphasis on grammar has led to this problem. Many students can’t pronounce
English words and sentences correctly. There are no separate lesson for teaching
pronunciation, teachers don’t pay much attention on correcting students
pronunciation. English pronunciation seems has become the most serious problem
that students meet when they learn English. This is happening at almost secondary
schools in Libya .
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Because of the above reasons, | decided to do research at secondary schools,
entitle: “the problems of English pronunciation at secondary school”. The study
was conducted to seek the answers to the question of what difficulties secondary
school students meet when they try to pronounce English words.
Statement of the problems:
Pronunciation has occupied a peculiar position throughout the history of

English language teaching as its status has varied considerably over the years.

And pronunciation is probably one of the hardest skills in English to learn. It
takes a lot of time and effort to improve your pronunciation.

Secondary school students face many problems in learning English language,
among these problems is “pronunciation”.

A great of words are mis-pronounced by school students.
This research explores some factors influencing English pronunciation at Libyan
secondary school.
The researcher wants to investigate this problem and provide solutions for
students’ problems in pronunciation at Libyan secondary school.
Hypothesis of the study:

the study will try to test the following hypothesis

-Teachers don’t pay much attention on correcting students pronunciation.
-There are no separate lesson for teaching pronunciation.
-The influence of the mother tongue on pronunciation.

Objectives of the study:
this research aims at the following:

-To show the benefit of correcting students pronunciation by teacher.
-To discover the importance of separate lesson for teaching pronunciation.
-To investigate how mother tongue influence the English pronunciation.

Questions of the study:

-What is the benefits of correcting students pronunciation by teacher.....?
-What is the importance of making separate lesson for teaching pronunciation.....?
-What is the effect of mother tongue on pronunciation.....?
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Significance of the study:
The study is consider significance for the following:

The result of this research will be useful for teachers of the secondary level to help
them improve their performance in teaching.

The study will solve the English pronunciation problems for both teachers and
students in our secondary schools.

The result of this study can be used by teacher of English to be able to get useful
information of teaching English.

limitation of the study:
This study is limited to the student’s at Al-Quwaiah

/Al-garbouli secondary schools for boys in Algarbouli. From (2015-2016) this
study focus on the second class at secondary school.

Tools of the study:

The tools of this study include data collections,  questionnaire and data
analysis. The researcher prepare the questionnaire to investigate among teachers.

Why to teach pronunciation:-

Teaching pronunciation has undergone a long evolution. At the is beginning of
the twenties century everything was subordinated to teaching grammar and lexis
and pronunciation was totally overlooked. Many things have changed since that
time but on the other hand there are still some teachers who do not pay enough
attention to pronunciation. According to Scrivener this is partly because teaches
themselves may feel more uncertain about it than about grammar and lexis,
worried that they don’t have enough technical knowledge to help students
appropriately (2005:284).

It is widely recognized that acquiring good pronunciation is very important
because bad pronunciation habits are not easily corrected. Kelly state that a learner
who consistently mispronunciation a range of phonemes can be extremely difficult
for a speaker from another language community to understand. This can be very
frustrating for the learner who may have a good command of grammar and lexis

77



The problems of English pronunciation at (Libya) secondary schools

but have difficulty in understanding and being understood by a native speaker
(2002: 11).

In my opinion pronunciation is still neglected as schools. When teaching
pronunciation it is difficult to create a lesson that would be only focused on
pronunciation practice because pronunciation is taken as an additional practice in
all course books. Another problem can be caused by the fact that emphasis is
frequently given on individual sounds or distinguishing sounds from each other.
According to Gilbert there are two main reasons why pronunciation is neglected in
classes. First, teachers do not have enough time in their lessons, which would be
dedicated to pronunciation, and if there is time attention is usually given to drills
lead to discouraged students and teachers who both want to avoid learning and
teaching pronunciation.

Second, psychological factor plays a relevant role in learning pronunciation
because students are not as sure about their pronunciation as they are about their
knowledge of grammar and lexis. Gilbert claims that the most basic elements of
speaking are deeply personal and our sense of community is bound up in the
speech rhythms of our first language (2008:1). These psychological barriers are
usually unconscious but they prevent speakers from improving the intelligibility
(ibid). to be able to overcome the fears of speaking, teachers should set at the
outset that the aim of pronunciation improvement is not to achieve a perfect
imitation of a native accent, but simply to get the learner to pronounce accurately
enough to be easily and comfortably comprehensible to other speakers(Ur
1984:52).

Defining pronunciation:

Pronunciation can be defined as “the act or result of producing the sounds of
speech, including articulation, intonation, and rhythm” (McArthur, 1992:810).
Similarly, Richards and Renandya (2002:175) state that ...pronunciation also know
as phonology includes the role of individual sounds and sound segments, that is,
features at the segmental level, as well as supra-segmental futures as stress, rhythm
and intonation. This is why, these components; articulation, stress, intonation, and
rhythm cannot be taught in an isolated way. All of them are necessary as they are
part of speaking. Furthermore, it seems that pronunciation is the first thing that
native speakers notice during a conversation (Gilakjani, 2011). Learning grammar
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and vocabulary is important for communication, but if the speaker is unable to
pronounce correctly she/he would be hardly understood.
The important of pronunciation:

The way we speak immediately conveys something about ourselves to the
people around us. Learners with good pronunciation in English are more likely to
be understood even if they make errors in other areas, whereas learners whose
pronunciation is difficult to understand will not be understood, even if their
grammar is perfect!. We also often judge people by the way they speak, and so
learners with poor pronunciation may be judged as incompetent, uneducated or
lacking in knowledge, even though listeners are only reacting to their
pronunciation. Yet many learner find pronunciation one of the most difficult
aspects of English to acquire, and need explicit help from the teacher(Morley 1994;
Fraser 2000). Thus some sort of pronunciation work in class in essential.

Features of pronunciation:

Pronunciation is a way how sounds are articulated by speakers marking their
social class, education and so forth. According to Dalton and Seidlhoffer there are
two ways how pronunciation as a production of significant sounds can be
characterized:

First, sound is significant because it is used as part of a code of a particular
language. So we can talk about the distinctive sounds of English, French, Thai and
other languages. In this sense we can talk about pronunciation as the production
and repetition of sounds of speech.

Second, sound is significant because it is used to achieve meaning in context of
use. Here the code combines with other factors to make communication possible.
In this sense we can talk about pronunciation with reference to acts of speaking
(1995:3). When studying pronunciation we deal with theoretical context of
phonetics and phonology. Catford describes phonetics as the study of the
physiological aerodynamic, and acoustic characteristics of speech-sounds. Whereas
phonology studies how sounds are organized into systems and utilized in
language(1992: 187).

Factors Contributing to students’ Pronunciation:

Although some researchers believe that all learners have the same capacity to
learn a second or foreign language because they have learned first language, a
number of EFL teachers have difficulties in improving the students’ pronunciation
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problems. As a result, in the past, several researchers have put great efforts,
asserted and suggested many factors affecting students’ pronunciation (e.g. Brown,
1994; Celce-Murica et al, 2000; Gillette, 1994; Kenworthy, 1987). In this regard,
these previous studies have been repeatedly substantiated that factors such as
native language, age, exposure, innate phonetic ability, identity and language, ago,
and motivation and concern for good pronunciation ability, appeared to have an
influence on teaching and learning pronunciation.

Results:
Due to the questionnaire the researcher has come to the
following results:-

-Teachers don’t pay much attention on correcting students pronunciation.
-Absence of separate lessons for teaching pronunciation .

-Spelling of some words causes wrong pronunciation.

-Teachers don’t practice phonetic transcription.

Recommendations:-
In the light of the above results, the following
recommendations can be given.

-Teachers should encourage student to pronounce words properly.

-Teachers have to employ some funny methods during teaching pronunciation so
that students enjoy every moment while learning and participate spontaneously in
class activities.

-Students should be given chances to listen to native speaker.

-Teachers should speak clearly and slowly in pronunciation class and they have to
make sure that their language is standard and understandable.

-Teachers should correct the students pronunciation.

-The use of phonetic alphabet is very useful as secondary school. It will pave the
way for better pronunciation.

-Students moods and needs should also be taken into account while teaching
English pronunciation.
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-Teachers should encourage and motivate the students to speak English outside the
classroom.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, this chapter presents of English pronunciation problems which
includes many related issues such as the importance of English pronunciation,
factors contributing to students’ pronunciation:
features of pronunciation, and common problems that students in general and
Libyans students in particular often meet.
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