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EXPLORING THE CONCEPT OF ERROR IN ENGLISH
A CONTENT ANALYSIS

Alemmart A.M Almusbahi

ABSTRACT

Language can be described as a tool in which every individual is used to
communicate or pass verbal information to one another. In human society,
there are different languages which are used as a means of communication
across the globe. Thus, it is applied for different purposes in different sectors
of life. Language is peculiarly used in social gathering, educational
institutions, government sector, and the market place and even in political
campaigns and the arena. Therefore, regarding English language, it has
become very obvious that English is becoming a global language; in fact, it
has been considered an international language which is used as a medium of
communication anywhere in the regions of the world. Hence, despite the
high growth of English speakers in the world and there have been a large
number of countries who have made English a compulsory subject in their
education curricula. Hence, there have also been a reasonable number of
common errors in English speaking—this has really created some level of
irregularity in establishing a Standard English speaking which is some extent
error free. For this reason, this study intends to explore the common errors
that are always made among the university students especially those who are
studying English.

Introduction

There are a good number of scholars, teachers, researchers, and theorists of
linguistic study who have tried as much as possible to give an appropriate
definition to the term “error”. In their attempt to define error, they have

tried to establish the reality of their points on several components of error
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analysis in order to be critically correct in their definition. They tend to
focus on the ability of the native speakers in their English communication
and this common tradition of the students who are trying to learn language
on the basis of the progress they are personally making in their learning
procedure. Thence, the way the definitions of those terms were given by
the experts are to some extent idealistically established and somehow full of
subjectivity. This appears that those definitions dogmatically place some
rules about second language on the learners that force them to make a direct
mimicry of the native speakers as regard their personalities. Regarding these
definitions, Liski and Putnanen explain that error can happen when there is
no proper observation of how the teachers in those countries where English
is spoken today (1993y.Coder (1967 explains that the students tend to tend
to make a deviation from the construct of TL when they lack knowledge
about its linguistic understanding. Moreover, Lennon maintains that:
...teaching matenals could be tailored to the needs of learners of a specific
first language. Lado himself was an English and Spanish bilingual, who was
born in America of Spanish parents, grew up in Spain and then went to
college in the USA. He was all too aware of the importance of cultural
difference in mastering a foreign language. However, his appeal to compare
cultures was not taken up, and in practice contrastive analysis focused on a
surface comparison of languages, starting with the sounds, then the
grammar  and  finally - and  only  selectively - the
vocabularyLennon, 2008:1,.

Hence, James postulates that the students tend to commit error when they
are entirely not wary of the error they are
committing 1998:78y. Furthermore, Shastri (2010y explains that it is very
important to understand that the error that the students make while
expressing themselves in English is not made deliberately but they are
actually not wary of the error they are making. Hence, errors in English are
made by the learners when they are not aware that their expression is not

appropriately made regarding their grammatical expression. However, it is
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possible for students to sometimes, or most times make a lot of unidentified
errors which they don’t really know that those expressions are actually
wrong. Regarding this, Richard and Schmidt (2002:4y explains vigorously
that an error has to do with the inadequacy in English expression that can
easily be discovered by native speaker or someone who has adequate
understanding of English language. In this sense, when an English learner
speaks these errors are easily detected in their process of speaking. Though,
there is no how errors will not be made while speaking English especially
when one is a beginner, or when it is learned as a foreign language. But the
more one continues to learn more understating and adequate improvement
will beginning to fall in place. Wun—pyo opines that error can be made
based on the little understanding of the students who learn English
(2002:1y. Thus, this study intends to annotate the concept of error analysis in
English using content analysis.

The Difference between Error and Mistake

Talking about the disparity between error and mistake, it is very important
to give a critical and insightful look into the two words. Though, the two
terms are intertwine but when one looks at it from different angle there are
some little differences that may be obvious in the process of their
definitions. Hence, error and mistake have been mistakenly used for each
other, people tend to use them ignorantly hoping that they both mean the
same and they are pointing people’s attention to the same direction of
meaning. Regarding the mistake, it happens because of some certain
reasons. Richard tries to give the definition of mistake as a blunder in
language expression that takes place as a result of personal inadequacy such
as nervousness or lack of focus. Therefore, this is not properly corrected
because the person who has made the mistake did not make it as a result of
his incompetent knowledge about the language but it happened based on
the personal defect of the speakerJames1988:94y. However, Nezami el tel

explain that:
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The study of second language learners’ errors has emerged as one the focal
concerns of second language studies since 1970s. Since then, many
researchers have devoted their time to explore the nature and the cause of
the errors second language learners make in their production of the second
language. Many studies aimed at identifying the frequency of error types
among either EFL or ESL learners (Nezami, el tel, 2012:160,.

Hence, Cambridge Online Dictionary defines mistake as “an action,
decision, or judgment that produces an unwanted or unintentional result”
However, errors can be regarded as a miscarriage of competence while
mistake can be considered as the incompetence in the process of
performance. Hence, there are a lot of linguistic scholars who have tried to
make disparities between the two terms. Brown (1980 explains that it is
therefore very essential to approach the two terms from different
perspectives because they both have different meanings and they serve
different purposes while looking at it from the technical aspect. Therefore,
making a difference between mistake and error needs to be considered from
the technical purpose when one wants to make a disparity about them.
James therefore tries to make a difference between two of them from the
term of “intentionality”. He explains that there is always an occurrence of
error when one does not have any deliberate action to commit
it 1987:77y. Therefore, a correct sentence is made unintentionally but when
there is an error or errors In a sentence, it becomes abnormal. Looking at
the clear and proper peculiarity of error difference, the analysis made by
Allen and Corder (1974 will be an acceptable concept of error analysis.
Thus, they explain that error can take place specifically when the students
learning the language are not consciously wary, and this means they do not
really deliberately commit the error. There is another import distinction
between error and mistake—it is very easy for a mistake to be given an
adequate correction when it is committed by the speaker of the language
when he quickly becomes aware of it. But it is not always possible for an

error to be corrected until when it is subsequently discovered. When the
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speaker of the language becomes aware of the language, he becomes
conscious to self-correct himself especially when he realizes that his
language structure is inappropriate James1998:78y. Corder (1984, explains
certain differences in his book titled The Significance of Learners’ Error; he
talks about the area of competence and performance. He considers mistake
as deviation that takes place as a result of the ability of the learners’
performance while he refers to an error as failure that occurs as a result of
the inadequacy of the learners. Thus, he further opines that mistakes and
errors have a significant function in language learning procedure that even
L1 and L2 both find themselves in committing mistakes.

According to Edge, he refers to mistake in general as the errors that all L2
always commit. He fragments mistakes into three categories: slips—this is
committed as a result of being careless, but the learners have consciousness
to make a self-correction; errors—this is a faulty production which is
impossible for the learners to make a self-correction; attempts—these are
not understandable, and the learners do not also have understanding of how
to apply them ((1989:14-20y. Therefore, knowing the differences between
the two terms is very important in order to understand how they are both
used technically. Many people have mistaken the two terms for each other,
and they have always been misusing them, assuming that both terms have
the same meaning and function. Hence, there is a clear distinction between
the two terms and they must be properly applied while making sentences.
The Disclosure of Error Analysis

Regarding the analysis of error in language sentence and structure, there
have been several approaches applied in making accurate analysis of errors.
But it is important to understand that in the process of learning a language,
whether as a second language or as a foreign language, we must realize that
error occurs while going through the process of learning. But when errors
occur, the ability to be able to put them in order and correct them becomes
paramount. Hence, one cannot do without committing some errors; those

errors are channels to another discovery of higher learning process.
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Understanding the significant role error plays in language learning process is
very significant. However, Hasyim maintains that:

Errors in foreign language teaching especially in English are the cases which
are difficult enough to avoid. Many aspects that can cause the learners of
English as a foreign language make errors. These aspects are interference,
overgeneralization, and markers of transitional competence, strategies of
communication and assimilation and teacher-induced errors. As teachers of
English as a foreign language, we should improve the way we teach to
reduce the errors which are always made by the learners. (Hasyim,
2002:42,.

Thus, some people commit error even when they are experts in the target
language, but there is always an ability to make correction. Hence, in as
much that the language concerned is a foreign language, the tendency to
commit errors 15 inevitable—errors will occur but there will be an
immediate attempt to correct them. Language is an important tool of
communicating meanings to one another in human society—and the way
language is express takes a very significant space in the arena of knowledge.
Language acquisition is therefore taken with a great significance because it
plays an important role in human society. Learning process of language
however should be taken with serious attention to establish a concrete
correctness of language development. In analysing error in language,
Allwright and Bailey (1991 explain that there are always different methods,
thus some use Contrastive Analysis but there has always been some
disadvantages in using Contrastive Analysis. Contrastive Analysis always
results in establishing a particular linguistic style. First of all, if one makes
use of Contrastive Analysis; it has no capacity to give a vivid and accurate
analysis of the errors in the language expression. Second, Contrastive
Analysis has a capacity to predict some errors that are not real in the
language expression. Furthermore the origin of error analysis is traceable to
late 1960s.Corder and his associates were the ones who began Error

Analysis of language expression. Though Shastri explains that the two
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methods are used to predict error but Contrastive Analysis is less effective in
the sense that it attributes all the errors detected to the interference of the
first language of the learners but Error Analysis traces the errors to all areas
which includes intralingua interference, exaggeration, incompetent
teaching method, individual attitude of the learners and motivation
2010:25y.

Another important aspect of Error Analysis is that the errors made by the
learners are incorrectly deduced by the learners and this contributes to
making a lot of errors. Furthermore, Error analysis is more advantageous
because it reveals some other components of errors in language learning,
e.g., the source of error, the consistency of errors, and the result of
inappropriate use of language. Yang (20104 opines that the peculiarity of
error analysis while comparing it with the Contrastive Analysis is that it
dispels the regulations of the hegemony of the first language over the reason
of the errors. Hence, it is very possible for Error Analysis to spot errors
without making any reference to the interference of the first language. Also,
Error Analysis does not only detect errors but there is always clear
evaluation of the type of the errors. Error Analysis tries to examine the
sentences of learners” first and second languages. Talking about the
comparative explanation of first and second languages Corder postulates
that the interest is what the learners have learned and how the learners have
been able to assimilate what they have been taught so far (1981:57,.In
making comparison and try to predict the process of Error Analysis, it
essential to be able to evaluate the misunderstood meaning of expression of
the learners and what is the right expression they need to make. Some
learners actually will mean something else, but the manner of expressing the
original meaning of their language expression always brings about error.
Learners of English need to have an appropriate way of making their
sentences clear, but error cannot be avoided while learning. Thus,
“Learning a language necessarily means learning the grammar of that

language. Learning grammar must begin with a working knowledge of its
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components, meaning learning about the parts of speech and how they fit
together into sentences” (Ibrahim,2017:214y. Tt is the duty of the teachers
to try as much as possible to apply a good teaching method in teaching and
making appropriate correction. Thus, going from Contrastive Analysis to
Error Analysis has not been a straightforward process as people may think.
Hence, there have been a lot of conflicting arguments and opinions about
the right method but at the end they needed to have an agreement on
which is the right method to be used in analyzing errors in language
expressions. (Lightbound, 2005:107,.

The Definition of Error Analysis

There have been a good number of scholars of linguistics who have tried to
give an appropriate definition of Error Analysis. Factually the term error is
what everyone has tried to see from different perspectives. Talking about
Error Analysis as it applies to language learning process; there are any factors
that are associated with this term. Thence, “Errors are not anymore taken as
bad signs of nonperformance, in teaching or learning, that should be
eliminated at any cost; rather, they are considered to become a necessary
part of language learning process. More than that there exists and functions
a special type of linguistic analysis that focuses on the errors learners
make”(Kotsyuk,2015:390,.

Error as we all know can be made by the learners of language especially
when they are learning it as their second or foreign language. In this sense,
Error Analysis has been given different definitions from different angles.
There have been some scholars who agree on the basis of one opinion and
they define Error Analysis according to what they see as the reality of it. But
some scholars have had contrary opinions as regard the definition made by
others due to the fact that they see it from different perspective. Hence,
Ellis gave his own definition regarding Error Analysis as a “set of procedures
for identifying, describing and explaining errors in learners’ language”
(1994:701,. Looking at it from the perspective of Ellis, it simply means

Error Analysis is the procedure of Error Analysis that is methodical in the
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process and detecting the errors should be evaluated. Detecting the errors is
about revealing the fault that makes the language sentences in inaccurate.
Hence, Error Analysis is an empirical knowledge that detects and evaluates
the error made by the learners while expressing themselves in second
language. Corder (1974 points out that the analysis of errors is the
examination of the methodical errors made by the learners whether written
or spoken forms, specifically to provide reestablishment of the weak aspect
of the language. However, various definitions of error have been presented
by expert. Basically those definitions contain the same meaning while the
difference lies only on the ways they formulate them. That is way the writer
only puts forward two definitions of error in this research. These two
definitions are adequate to reveal the errors showing up in the written texts.
(Hasyim, 2002:45,,

Richards and Schmidt assert that Error Analysis can be described as the
examination of the error made by the learners in their second language
(2002:184y .Thence, the definition reveals the efficacy of Error analysis in
language expression and how it can be advantageous to improvement of
language. Hasyim 2002y highlights the definition of Error Analysis that it is
meant to : (2 Figure out the level of knowledge someone has mastered of a
language, (byThe way the person learns that language, and (¢y)Disclose
shared obstacles and hindrances in language learning as curative findings
when developing language-teaching matenals2002:43y. However, looking
at this aspect of error analysis, one will realize that there are different
approaches at which people use in giving the definition of error analysis.
Scholars of linguistic tend to give different analytical approaches to the
definition. While some have different opinions to which some scholars have
analyzed it. According to Cook(1993y he categorically explains that Error
Analysis is just a medium of bringing data together, thus it does not really
mean that it is a process of obtaining the correct sequence of language.
Language acquisition is one of the most important aspects of human society.

People who learn a language whether as their second or foreign language
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have a lot of effort to render. The teaching methodology of every teacher
also becomes a very significant aspect which helps in establishing a good
language learning procedure. Hence, “Languages generally have an
important function in terms of communication and exchange of ideas and
interests among people” (Eisa, 2015: 158y . In the case of English, it has
become very glaring that English has become an international language.
There are several countries in the world that make English as a priority in
their education system. In most of the countries across the globe, English
subject 1s made compulsory. Yet, those countries in which they just need to
learn English before they can speak and understand it will one way or the
other make errors while speaking. The corrections of these errors become
paramount in order to establish a standard practice.

Error made by the learners while expressing themselves in second language.
Corder (1974 points out that the analysis of errors is the examination of the
methodical errors made by the learners whether written or spoken forms, is
specifically provided to reestablish the weak aspect of the language. Hasyim
highlights that there are some causes of error in language which are:

1y Carelessness

Carelessness is often closely related to lack of motivation. Many teachers
will admit that it is not always the student’s fault if he loses interest, perhaps
the materials and/or style of presentation do not suit him.

2y First language

Norrish states that learning a language @ mother tongue or a foreign
language) is a matter of habit formation. When someone tries to learn new
habits the old ones will interfere the new ones. This causes of error is called
first language interference”.

3, Translation

Translation is one of the causes of error. This happens because a student
translates his first language sentence or idiomatic expression in to the target
language word by word. This is probably the most common cause of error
(Hasyim, 2002:47,.
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The Importance of Error and its Analysis

The significance of Error Analysis has always been an ongoing study. Many
scholars have tried as much as possible to give different meanings and
analysis to the definition of error analysis. Scholars of linguistic tend to give
different analytical approaches to the definition. While some have different
opinions to which some scholars have analyzed it. According to Cook
(1993y he categorically explains that Cook, it can obviously be noted that
Error Analysis is just a medium of bringing data together, thus it does not
really mean that it is a process of obtaining the correct sequence of
language. Language acquisition is one of the most important aspects of
human society. People who learn a language whether as their second or
foreign language have a lot of effort to render. The teaching methodology
of every teacher also becomes a very significant aspect which helps in
establishing a good language learning procedure. In the case of English, it
has become very glaring that English has become an international language.
However, “Aside from the syntactic, lexical and semantic issues that must
be dealt with, some learners must simultaneously balance these features
within a new alphabet of characters, as is the case with my Arabic speaking
students” Storke, 2015:2y | There are several countries in the world that
make English as a priority in their education system. In most of the
countries across the globe, English subject is made compulsory. Yet, those
countries in which they just need to learn English before they can speak and
understand it will one way or the other make errors while speaking. The
corrections of these errors become paramount in order to establish a
standard practice. Lennon points out that:

For the foreign language learner, the usual direction of the influence will be
from the mother tongue to the foreign language at the phonological level;
this will produce typical foreign pronunciations. The German learner of
English may, for example, replace the English weak alveolar [r] sound with
a German uvular [r] in English. At the level of structures, the German

Perfekt may be identified with the English present perfect tense, for
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example, and the learner may use the present perfect when he or she would
use the Perfekt in GermanLennon, 20082,

Conclusion

As explained by Lennon, there are different ways at which the learners can
make error while speaking. These errors could happen as a result of the first
language intrusion or interference. Therefore, error in language learning
can be seen as useful tool to bring about improvement in the process of
learning. However, error in English language 1s essentially part of learning
process—if there are no errors one will not identify the importance of
language development in students. Though, many students tend to learn
sincerely, and they tend to express themselves as the process of their
learning persists. They try as much as possible to practice what they have
learned; in this case committing some errors is inevitable. When these errors
occur, it is an opportunity to bring improvement to the students. Talking
about the interlanguage analysis, Corder explains that there are many
advantages in error analysis, that is, finding out errors in language is a way of
improving in language expression. He maintains that error analysis must
consist of certain aims which are: “the instructive (pedagogicaly justification
that involves the fact that first there must be a systematic comprehension of
the nature of errors. Then an eradicative method can be adopted to
eliminate them. The theoretical objective declares that a study of learners’
errors 1s a segment of the efficient examination of the learners’ language
which s itself essential to an understanding of the strategy of second
language learning”(Corder, 1981:1y.From the explanation made by Corder,
it can be deduced that Corder tries to explain that discovering errors in
language expression gives an opportunity for language development.
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